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SUBJECT: INTERNATIONAL NARCOTICS CONFERENCE 

REF: CUSTOMS 2222 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED FROM BULGARIAN CUSTOMS DRAFT 
INVITATION AND THREE DRAFT ENCLOSURES ON WORK PRO- 
CEDURE, AGENDA, AND PROGRAM TO BE INCLUDED WITH 
INVITATION. NARCOTICS COORDINATOR SIMPSON DISCUSSED 
THESE DOCUMENTS, WHICH EMBASSY HAS TRANSLATED FROM 
BULGARIAN INTO ENGLISH, WITH NARCOTICS SUPPRESSION 
DIVISION CHIEF TSVETKOV AND INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
DIVISION CHIEF VELICHKOV MARCH 8. SEPTELS WILL 
FOLLOW WITH TEXT OF THESE DOCUMENTS, FOR US CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE OR CHANGES, AND FURTHER SEPTEL WITHTEXT 

OF LETTER FROM TSVETKOV TO BARBAGELATA. TSVETKOV 
WOULD LIKE TO HAVE CHANGES OR CLEARANCE BY MARCH 15, 

IF POSSIBLE. 

2. COMMENT: EMBASSY PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATION OF 
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DOCUMENTS AND SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSIONS WITH TSVETKOV 
INDICATE THAT BULGARIANS HAVE STAYED CLOSE TO PLANS 
FOR CONFERENCE ARRIVED AT DURING POTTER/COLE/BARBAGELATA 
VISIT IN DECEMBER. DOCUMENTS AND AGENDA SEEM A BIT 
PROLIX BUT DISCUSSION WITH TSVETKOV INDIKTES THAT HE 
HAS QUITE CLEAR, CONCRETE WORK PLANS FOR CONFERENCE 
THAT SHOULD SERVE TO FOCUS ATTENTION OF DELEGATES ON 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


CENTRAL PROBLEM, IMPROVING INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
IN FIGHTING NARCOTICS SMUGGLING. 

3. AS LATENESS OF THESE DOCUMENTS INDICATES, TSVETKOV 
IS SLIPPING SLIGHTLY FROM PREPARATION SCHEDULE, BUT AS 
SOON AS CUSTOMS CLEARANCE FOR INVITATION AND ENCLOSURES 
IS RECEIVED, AS WELL AS NAMES AND ADDRESSES TSVETKOV 
REQUESTS IN HIS LETTER TO BARBAGELATA, EMBASSY WILL 
PREPARE INVITATIONS IN ENGLISH AND ASSIST BULGARIAN 
CUSTOMS IN GETTING THEM OUT. US CUSTOMS MAY WISH TO 
CONSIDER SUPPLEMENT XG BULGARIAN INVITATIONS, WHEN THEY 
HAVE GONE OUT, WITH INFORMAL 

GS SUPPORTIVE APPROACHES 
TO SOME INVITEES. END COMMENT. 

4. NARCOTICS COORDINATOR ALSO RAISED QUESTION OF CHANGING 
DATES OF REGULAR BILATERAL TRAINING PROGRAM WITH TSVETKOV 

AND VELICHKOV. BULGARIAN CUSTOMS OFFICIALS 
SAID THEY WOULD CHECK OUT POSSIBILITY OF CHANGE BUT SAW 
TWO SERIOUS POTENTIAL PROBLEMS. FIRST WAS AVAILABILITY 
OF TRAINING SITE, WHICH IS HEAVILY BOOKED FROM APRIL ON. 
SECOND WAS TSVETKOV'S CONCERN THAT HE HAVE AS MUCH TIME 
AS POSSIBLE PRIOR TO BILATERAL TRAINING PROGRAM TO COM- 
PLETE NECESSARY PREPARATIONS FOR IT AND FOR INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE. TSVETKOV AND VELICHKOV ALSO ASKED EMBASSY 
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TO INFORM THEM OF REASON FOR US CUSTOMS' PROPOSED CHANGE 
OF DATES. 

5. COMMENT: NARCOTICS COORDINATOR HAD IMPRESSION THAT 
TSVETKOV WAS SOMEWHAT DISMAYED AT THOUGHT OF TRYING TO 
MOVE IMPORTANT ANNUAL BILATERAL TRAINING, WHICH DID NOT 
TAKE PLACE LAST YEAR, TO AN EARLIER DATE, ESPECIALLY 

WITH THE PRESSURE OF THE COMING INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE. 

(IT IS CLEAR THAT TSVETKOV IS HANDLING ALL PREPARATIONS 
FOR CONFERENCE HIMSELF, ALONG WITH HIS NORMAL DUTIES AS 
HEAD OF BULGARIAN CUSTOMS NARCOTICS DIVISION.) END COMMENT. 

6. UNLESS US CUSTOMS HAS DIFFICULTIES WITH DRAFT DOCUMENTS 
THAT CANNOT BE RESOLVED BY TELEGRAM, EMBASSY DOES NOT 
FEEL THAT VISIT BY US CUSTOMS REP IS NECESSARY AT THIS 
TIME. 

DECONTROL UPON RECEIPT. 

GARTHOFF 
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